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Inthe News 


Ihe U.S. Consulate in Naha, Okinay 
with the American Chamber of Comm 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, act 
board of education and United Airlines to 
themed PowerPoint presentation contest 


The contest sought to encot 


United States, while amplifying the Discover 


| 
encouraging the practical use of English 


| 
Ihe. U.S. Mission in Japan acti 
P } - i] p 
rogram, an advertising and out 
partnership established by the Th 
second mong nations as a source oO 
The 15 student contestants 


i | | Way] 
high schools around Ok 


U.S. Marines who volunteered, at rear, stand 

with the contest winner Koichi Kinjo, center, 

and with actar Shin Koyamada, far right. 
Photo by Chikako Onabe 


~, \ 
as ON ERS ok A 





encountered 
mployed (LI 
were unable 
ource for 
lanagement 
| 
dependence 


etirement savings in 


than a third of the LI 
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eir institutional relationships 
eram offer low 


5 e¢ amount saved. 


int 


d Dossa, t N As tion’s secretary, helped design the 


Mom« 
program, which | d lets employees ok at the future with morc 


samlenient ee From left, embassy employees Yolanda Paulo, Fernando Luis, Rosita Bicho, 
Near are Aurora Pereira, Momed Dossa and Andres Jaramillo appreciate the savings 


s or in the case ol program. Photo by Manuel Mariquel 


ithdraw money. 
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\mbassador t 


The project | 


project demonstrat 
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| m not 
SHip berween tne ¢ 


the ecmbDass 


Ambassador Thorne, left, and Rome’s mayor 
commemorate completion of the Embassy 
Perimeter Beautification Project in front of the 
embassy’s historic Roman wall. 

Photo by Sandro Corradini 
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The Family Liaison Office (FLO 
announced two new resources | 
overseas: an expanded Global | 
Initiative (GEL) to help spouses or p 
maintain their careers and an onl 
publication tO assist pa 
and re-entry plannit 
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to provide HR sery 

ictions. Its responsibili 

benefits, the eTransit 
ternship Program and 


the Service ( 


| HR Shared 
tblished in 2008. Our goal with 
gthen the support we give all 
nce we provide managers 
scarce resources. 


terrelated “tiers 


tools, the HRSC in Charleston, the 


nine HR Service Providers (based in 


meron 


“tiers,” the HR Service Providers and statt 
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} \ 
bureaus through 


out the Department) and the ) iu in Wash 


corporate HR”). 


questions can be answ 1 ’ via 


the online tools or by Charleston staff. With a large 
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| , , 
chunk of the workload now taken up by these first two 


j 
) corporate 


ire able to focus more of their ion On the 


j | 
ategic needs OF LAC partment. 


Since the Inception of HR Shared Services, we've 
been working hard to Improve 


] 


HR services for current 


employees as well as annuitants. We've developed new 
self-service technologies, revamped and standardized 
myriad HR processes, improved our response rates, 
improved overall performance and saved money. 

The HIRSC staff and | are committed to provid 
ing the best HR services possible. As partners and 


stakeholders, we appreciate yout feedback so that we 


can better meet our goal of deliy consistenth 
) ] 

outstanding HR services to the I epartment’s Most 

ae ; 

duable asset, our people. 

If you have any HR-related questions, feel free to 
contact the HR Service Center by phone or e-mail 

1 ae ; : 
| mployees ar on duty in Charleston Vlonday Friday 
' regs 

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (excluding 
| 


hoalid 1) 5 
1 holidays) Their toh-Tree number from within 


1¢ United States is 1-866-300-7419. (For calling from 
outside the U.S., 1-843-308-5539.) 


address is HRSC@state.gov. 
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it the press in 2012, with 
authored by current and fo 
Department of State 
is Anne Marie Slaughter 
Director o Ii nn 
Shell Smith, principal dept 
secretary in the Bureau of | 
Ina Washington Post opinion piece 
published in December r. Slaug 
quoted her fourteet 
expressing surprise 
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since he is nota 
The first woman 
the Departmen 
Cecilia Jourdan in 188: 
exceptions for a few pol 
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clerical personnel. The 
approach to wome 
1 Major turn 
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Clinton Bids Adieu; Kerry Arrives to Cheers 


lurkey. Some were futures 
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¢ honor their mem wward this 
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OES Promotes Collaboration in Antarctica 


taroiann aff f Q 


the coldest, 
| 
elevation of 


| 
unent IS also 


parts 


and 


irs officer, and Susannah Coope ior advisor, Off 


Af 


Scientific Affairs 


In the past 12 months, the Department led two important 
diplomatic efforts in Antarctica. First, at October's meeting 
of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
I iving Resources (CCAMLR), the United States proposed 
establishing the world’s largest marine protected area (MPA), 
in Antarctica’s Ross Sea. Second, a team of U.S. policy anc 
science officials joined their Russian counterparts to conduct 
joint inspections of nine third COUNTY Antarctic research bases. 

Antarctica is notable for being the only continent 
governed cooperatively under a consensus-based multilateral 

reaty system. lhe foundation for Antarctica’s governance, 


exploration and use is the Antarctic Treaty, negotiated and 





fin VY tron 
signed in Washinetor 


Protocol on Environmen 


natural res¢ 
Antarctic 
Conservat 
Resources and tl 
Conservation of 


Within the State Departme 


I 
Bureau of Oceans and Int 


coordinates | 
working closely with th 
Foundation (NSI 


Antarctic 


the annual 
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OPA pl. 
regulating tour min 
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Environmental 
whether expedition ors 
to U.S. regulations t 
Environment 
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policy ex] s from OES and « 
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CAMLRE to create 


rea in the Ro 
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scientilic 


the planet, the Ross 
most productit 
Southern Ocean ai 


It is home to more that 


site of 
polar obs¢ 

\lthough the Ross Sea 
still largely intact, 
uncertain future. ¢ 
acidification, coupled with 
threaten to irreversibly 
For instance 


sea bass most often actually originates 


Antarctic waters. [he United States es no Rober elson from 
fish in the Ross Sea, but other « tries nirol: Veriheatio 


making any MPA proposal t rest ishing ( {an NSF collea 


The Ross Sea Region Marine Protected Area 
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ctions in East Antarctica required the 
to travel more than 3,500 miles over six 
vs by plane, truck, boat, helicopter, tracked 
vehicle and snowmobile 
The inspections, representing the first 


ver country had conducted a joint 


nspection in Antarctica, were called for 
in an agreement that Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton signed with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavroy 
in September 2012. The United States 
and Russia were architects of the Antarctic 
Freaty of 1959 and today conduct some 
of the most extensive and diverse scientific 
activities in Antarctica. Importantly, both 
countries reject territorial claims by other 
parties and are strong supporters of the 


1 


\ntarctic Treaty system. Working closely 
with our Russian counterparts provided 
an excellent opportunity to reinforce our 
shared objectives for the peace and science in 
Antarctica. The results of the inspection will 
be presented to all treaty parties at the May 
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting. 
\ntarctica is an outstanding example of 
multilateral diplomatic success. Fifty years 
ifter the signing of the Antarctic Treaty, the 
continent isa global ¢ xample of policy and 
scientific collaboration. The multinational 
science conducted in Antarctica informs 
global understanding of the Earth’s history, 


processes and change, and policy and 


logistical cooperauion there creates stronger 


ties among treaty parties. In the coming 
; 7 
decades, the Antarctic Treaty system will 
continue to prove the resilience and value of 


multilateral COOPE ration. 
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What is certain hat TLG is celebrat 
this 


vear. he gt \ s established in 


American employees interested in identif 


successful career paths for Afric 
forcign affairs agencies. What 


program by the Department's 





Dumas, from the former U.S 
advocacy organization of more than 
Foreign Service officers, Civil Service 
5 | 
retired employees. 
Vo launch TLG 
lunch with like-minded 
rl | fo | | ae | 
Nnursday of each montn 1 Ings focused On 
id presenting to senior 
advance long-term 1 
‘| officers through mento 
| | 
now-quarterly luncheon 


Van Buren Dining Room of the 





I'LG president opens the program 


and introduces a sp , who talks for 


answers e covered ¢ 

F a 5 ‘ 

regional issues, leadership ind Management, a 

matters, and have included Secretar 

Colin Powell, Condoleezza Rice and Hillary Rodham ¢ 
Prominent figures such as author and Fox News contributor Juan 


Williams and Congressman Charles Rangel have also spoken 


Phe talks have promptec ibers to focus on the topics, bid 


relate d assignments al tworking. 


One long tenured [LG member r. Caroly 
USAID, said that as she saw 
various leadership styles and work with peopl 
programs. Many of my mentors, el 
still seek, came from cont 

[LG aims to increase the partici 


pation of 
patiol 


and other minorities within the Department in t 
Re a ‘ ; : 
articulation and implementation of U.S. forei 
; ; : 
also highlights importan f div 
al 
workpiacc by ( 
development an retention 


under the guidance of 


Thomas Nides, who has chat 


LG recently established a committee for com 


and through it members perform service projects 
D.C., public schools and collab« 


orate W 


oriented organizauons. 


Most vez ILG co-hosts, wi 


ued, 
continue to { 
the Department-wide Rev : tin Li ‘ing |r. of national stret 
program in January and the Bk I 

February. Past speakers included Martin Luther King | 
Entertainment Television CEO Debra Lee, CNN poli nbers of the for 
contributor Donna Brazile and former Congressman Harold Ford 10th birthday, believi 


Jr. The events are taped and aired on BNET. rev ng and pr 





Marking a Milestone 


Turning 30, Ambassadors Council Tallies Achievements 


pn Hua Se] r Vic president, Council of Ameri 


secretary of State 
wrmMany, bec ime the 
nadine ¢ l it 1 ind «¢ ly members 
cluded such luminaries as Angiet Biddle 
larriman John Sherman 
sworth Bunker. 
len Heuvel said d 
appotmntment 
sadors 1 rspective 
s that some of the most eminent 
Our nation s 1 
ind reinforce ac 
lationship with the State 
the horeign Service 
Noncareer ambassadors frequently have 
inden Heu political, academic and business backgrounds 


\mbassadors ssociations with the 


Ambassador Diane E. Watson 
speaks at the council's 
fall 2012 conference at 

Pepperdine University. 
Photo by Ron Hall 
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car 
@) 


j | \ are 
president that add measurably to the success 
of their missions. 

The council's first 20 years were largely 


] | ] 
ined to holding twice-yearly conferences 


that generally alternated between the 


headquarters of the State Department and 
' 


: er 1 
the United Nations, plus an al mission 
abroad. The conferences updated members 
on international issues, and visits to overseas 
missions offered them the opportunity for 
hands-on interaction and reports on key 
| l, os i < -Bathsfostered 
devceiopments na trends. both fostered 
comrade ship and contact among veterans of 
previous Administrations. 
| } 
Over time, they held conferences in Los 
os z 
Angeles, Houston, Atlanta, Miami, San 


\ntonio, Austin and Boston, cities close to 





Council of American 


Ambassadors President 
Ambassador Timothy A. Chorba 
speaks at the fall conference. 


PEPPERDINE 
RSITY 


major concentrations of the COUNC 


council collaborated with several preside! 


Institute of . Council on Foreign Relations, Woodrow Wilson 


International Center for Scholars, Harvard's Kennedy School of 


ned 


Government and Pepperdine University, among others 
In 1993, the council launched its semiannual journal, 7/< 
Imbassador’s Review, edited by former Ambassador to Israel Ogdet 
Reid, in which members publish foreign affairs commentaries and 
note significant statements by foreign attairs luminaries 
recently, the Council's blog, Ambassadors’ Pers affords 


members an online publishing vehicle. Form sador to 
Romania and now Maryland State S$ n Rosapepe moderates 
the blog (with a bit of help from the author 


\s its 20th anniversary approached, the council looked to expand 
its programs. The foremost among these is its Annenberg Summer 
Fellowship Program, funded by the cour Oth anniversary 


fundraising gala and an Annenberg Foundation grant secured by the 


program's founder, former council President Ambassador Abel 


lardo 
L. “Lalo” Valdez. Valdez said 


the most valuable legacy contribution 
that former American ambassadors can make to our country is to 


} 1 
help deve lop outstanding young IC n diplomac \ 


international affairs. 


lhe fellowship, open to State Department summer intern 
academic courses administered by the Fund for American Studies, 


mentoring by council mem yers and ; Cr etwork of current and 


former Annenberg Fellows, who serve as resources for career planning 
Che Director General has presided over its annual kick-off event sinc 


the program’s debut in 2004. 


Now approaching its 10th vear, the fellowship program has 


more than 50 alumni who work at the Department, 
Security Agency, Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
development organizations or major securit companies 

Phe 2011 Annenberg Fellow Sam Magaram said his { 
“enriched my State Department internship, exposing n 
ambassadors eee and Fasc in wing fellows whose V iried career 


were a constant source of learning.” The 2006 Fellow Meel 


Mahoney said the program shaped her career, describing its mentoring 
as an indispensable part of her professional dev ment. “Even after 
my summer concluded, I remained in contact with my mentor,” sh« 
said. “Over the past six years, he has given me extremely valuabk 
advice as ] navigate my career in international affairs 


Photo by Ron Hall 
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in Washington and 


In 2010, the counc The Ambassadors’ Roundtable 
: ' | CA ' 4 
the co-chairmanship of Ambassadors Hand (former 
Protocol) and Gil Robinson (fo r seni dviser for public 


ot State GC; 


P. Shult he roundtable 


etween council 
bers and fore 


, China 
Japan, Israel, Canada 


Council members have been individually generous he State 


\ 1 ' 
former Ambassador to I« b endowed 


the Charles E. Cobb, Jr. Award for Initiative and Success in Trade 


Development an Ambassador to Jamaica Sue Cobb endowed 


the Sue M. Cobb Award for Exer 
lhe I's 30th anniver 


v Diplomatic Servi 
iversary celebration at Blair House 


May 
vill honor three former am] | for we t weal 
it honor three former ambassadors for servi counch 
ears: Joseph B. Gildenhorn (Switzerla \ 


and John I Loeb ] 


eala fundraiser ay a rg 1 of 


he celebrauion 
’WQuarters 


epartment 


appointees 


for st} ecial 


es to support the 


new U.S. Diplomacy 1 to ¢ 


cee ' 
ith characteristic diplomatic 
id former Ambassador to Singape 


\fter 30 vears of successful } 


‘ ’ 1 7 
that our Council of American \mbassac ors Nas Itsel yecomMe One of 


the treasures of the U.S. foreign affairs ¢ 
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Afghanistan Redux 


qton Institute for Near 


Ex-Political Officer Now Finds Security, Development 


into hundreds « 
and scorching deserts. 
{ n June 2006 at the invitation of the U.S. 
ibassy in Kabul to ease the transition of the PRT from American 
to Dutch control. Although | had only been away seven months, 

the province had gone from being a relatively peaceful place, where 

actions were focused on peace-keeping and development, to a 
f open warfare with hundreds of Taliban fighting throughout 


ce, preventing much of our work. T] s due, in part 
tion of the population by the predatory behavior of 
overnment officials, a drawdown of U.S. troops in the area and the 


| A } 
small numbers of Afghan security forces. 


Throughout soutl 1 Afghanistan in 2006, the Taliban 
insurgency returned with a size, intensity and lethality 
ice the U.S. invasion in 2001. Gone were the 


| ] | . 
Taliban would break contact because ¢ 
] 1 } 
the way the infrequent Uutacks involving 


| \ j \ 
improvised explosive devices, which occurred mostly on the mar 


he province. The insurgency in 2006 was larger, more disciplined 
| 


increasingly operating ina conventional muitary manner. 


now overrunning district centers, attacking our 


forward operating bases and using more advanced 
sniping, suic attacks and combined operations. W hile the PRI 


continued to function, the violence severely limited our freedom of 


} | } 
maneuver, and many of our programs had to be suspended. 





[he relatively peaceful years of 2001 to 
2005 in Uruzgan had been shown to be a fals« 
peace, as the Taliban insurgency geared up to 
reassert control of the province and push the 
\fghan government and Coalition forces out 
It was clear that no matter how adept we were 
at fighting the Taliban, we 

a sustainable Afghan-led security. We we 
losing, but we certainly we 


1 
When I arrived back in Uruzgan in 2 


an eight-month tour as a mobilized reservis 
with the U.S. Navy, I felt incredibly lucky to s« 
the immense changes that had taken place in 


province. I was serving as a tribal and politica 
engagement officer, using my relationships \ 
local tribal members and provincial government 
members to advise U.S. military units operating 
in the area. 
Sometimes it’s the small details that tell you 
a profound shift has taken place. The chaotic 
urgency of a province in ope nh Wal 
been replaced by a feeli ig of stability 
community confident in its abil 
security for its residents. Police wore tl 
uniforms, no small feat, and there were pl ; i: 
of them throughout the provincial capital and 
around the area. The town of Tarin Kowt had a _ Above; The author meets with Uruzgan Province’s governor, Jan Mohammed Khan, in November 2005. Below: 
Weare ' ae ‘ The author visits the house where Uruzgan Province’s election ballots are counted in 2005. Opposite page: 
s g ind art spraw nplanne ; j 
Betas eee ee nue SPraW EOL ERP anneG Treés endure in the windswept landscape of Uruzgan Province circa 2005. 
development because the paved road linking the 
province to Kandahar had been extended into 


the surrounding districts. The Afghan Army had s and 
§ cS an 
could no long 


presence, and the U.S. Special Operations Forces 


Operations program had increased Afghan Local Police forces in 


conventional assau 


the villages. 


subsequent 
Much larger security forces in the area and more mature Afghan At the PI 


institutions were clearly mak a difference 


Whi Most 


seen a significant increase in development, including complete cell sou taffa pability had sign nd reased, While 


i 4 
HINics ind roads, from Australia, 


é : ' , ; : ; ' 
six new bridges, a new coll plans for a stadium and an expanded a itingent he S| . Embassy now had the 
provincial government presence. The governor was an educated teragency vincial Affairs office Kabul to provide more focused 
and competent leader, and provincial departments were now led by 


direction to development in the provinces, something lacking in 2005 


>from a more robpust Civillc 


trained personnel who increasingly had the resources to provide basic 
tional Command—South 
hough I was with the military this time, | knew that pre 
deployment training for artment employees had improved 
iticantly due to the ilian expeditionary training 
\tterbury in Indian: ich has a simulated forw 
In many re spects \fehan governi 
trained personnel, greater institutional capa 
processes—mirrored our own developmen 
\s the transition process moves forw 


} 1 
priviicgs to witness how one sm 


navigated the waxing and waning o 
5 ‘ z 
war to NATO control, changing U.S. pol in the country and 
the maturation of Afghan institutions and politics. While nothing 
is certain in Afghanistan a some things may be revealed onh 
; ; } . ) | 
with time, I < ptimis t ast in uzgan Province, the 


\fghans are well pre ed to ta ( lity for their fucure 


nd turn their back } ncy, \ ts false promises of a 


better tomorrow. 
Daniel R. Gree 
Past ind 
ashtuns in the 
Reserve office 


, Green 





Moscow Stages 
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include all the 
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h Practitioner Tammy Young 
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The planning team of 


curity Office 


MED), MSGs and the Chem 


eloped < hich a bomb 
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ensure It was safe 
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, said 


or 
arines at Post One had time 
| | | | 
through security video footage and 


1 l { 
someone put a bag Gown in the cafeteria 
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NOa 


Volunteer “victims” wait for first 
responders in the wreckage of a 
simulated bomb blast. 

Photo by Mark Hejnar 


Exercise 


that held the ‘bomb,’ so they knew t 


person—the intrude! s in the chancery. 


So, in about 


#0 minutes scenarios 


had bec n keved up and W active, W th four 


| ogether. 
Ambassador Michael } wl and Deputy 
Chief of Mission Sheila Gwaltney supported 
the ind the unprecedented closure 
of the embassy for its duration, because, 


McFaul It 


both Russian and American 


said Ambassador s important 
for evervone, 


employees, to get accustomed to working 
together in 


‘Onl 


an emergency situation, 


something of this size and breadth 


would be able to expose any 


in our training and planning, 
il belic ver in muse le memory when it 
comes to training, 
the most realistic scenes possible 
took staging and mak dry 
| | | le of ul 
volunteers playing the role of victims 1n the 


simulated bomb blast were given a makeover 


using moulage kits supplied by MED and 





From top: Regional Security Officer Andy Koropeckyj and Deputy Sochi 
Olympics Coordinator John Galido check the Chancery’s exterior; 
chem-bio responders get suited up with protective gear; medical first 
responders carry a wounded victim to a triage area. 

Photos by Mark Hejnar 


the MSGs. Victims used plastic body 
simulate gashes, wounds | 
with fake blood that 


were bleeding, ind s 


Phe Facilities Ma 
, 


simulated bomb blast scene 
wires hanging from the 

‘We didn’t know the 
responder Dasha Bulychev 
Office’s Customer Service Center. “In training 
videos of emergencies and disasters, and they did 
imitating a real situatic | 
blood everywhere. Sometimes | 

For Moscow's MED team 

tremendous boost 
r prog . “We had 
normal exercise, you'd 
, the more « 

you realize how chaotic a real scene 

Management Officer Paul Blank 
victims, and said he was ready when tl 
into the cafeteria. 
loud and noisy 
me, help me.’ They took m« 
put my weight on them and 


injury, he said 


to save the most peopl that you « 
injured first. The number of 
than the medical support av 
integrate closely with the medical t 


Phe point of training is { 
they can naturally fall into it in case 
Nurse Tressa Silberberg of the MED U1 
from panicking and makes them feel les 
everyone's role is important, from th 
supplies, to the person responsible fo 
patients who ire sent in imbul mices t 
medical providers. 

Embassy contract physician D1 
the exe was extraordinarily 
and strategy on how 
available and how to inter 
situation like that, you we 
through. It was 
you could still sense t 

During the post-exerc 
their thoughts and the pl 
themes were COM MUNICALION § 
travel in the embassy during locl 
1 


Phe exercise generate foll 


for example, will giv 
medical provider 
from first responders 
From the RSO point of view, tl 
don’t rise to the occasion, you { 


Scheatzle. “Once the whistle blew 
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World’s Largest U.S. Consulate a Vital Regional Hub 


By Carlo Boehm, vice consul, U.S. Consulate General in Frankfurt 

































































ies, has many ff an speak directly with an IRS representative about an 


00,000 foreign i visa, and Diplomatic Security agents can consult with 

ation mprise mor in a quarter of the ul FBI or DEA counterparts on ongoing cases 
; fe : - , 
They don’t just have superficial interactions. They consult 


wMkKiurt i ! Wl ya 1 Tine ‘ on cases, conduct joint outreach a res \ Sec how each 


ot 690,000 


gency conducts its mission, har r, chief of 


1 
the consular section 


cornucopia as \t this unusual post, most State Department offices are regionally 
wok and med { ed. rovide logistical support to posts in Europe, the 
have iddl ist and North Africa. For instance, 30 diplomatic courters 
id secure delivery of packages and equipment across 
lhree regional consular officers serve as an 
ine for a wide array of small consular posts. 
the Department's presence at post is the 
Regional Information Management Center (RIMC). Focused 
on solving engineering, technology and management problems, 
RIMC supports every post in EUR, NEA and AF, as well as 


several in the Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs. 
When there are phone problems in Paris or Rome or network 
ssues in Tripoli, it is usually not the people at post who are 
fixing it. It is someone from here, from RIMC in Frankfurt, 
said Director Frontis W iggins. “We dispatch people every day 
corners of Europe, the Middle East and Africa, both for 
urgent matters and in support of the Secretary’s travel. Our staff 


| j | 
on the road more than 50 percent of the time performing 


xpeditionary diplomacy as well as more routine function 


are nonetheless urgent to the posts in question, 


Above: Consu! mploye I eft, Suzan Abar < Stoeklen, Steffi Leister, Willy 
Mor ( I 10 Speer-Reinsch stand in front o' s Alte Opernhaus on 


hoto by Robert Baker 


Right: St. Catherine’s Church is a 54-meter tall baroque bt g located in Frankfurt’s 


dcity center. Originally 




















Frankfurt staff also experience many benefits 
iated with being in the heart of Europe. it : 
associated with being in the heart of -urope, in one of 


1 A : 
the continent’s most dynamic and cosmopolitan cities. 


Employees can sample a diverse selection of food and 
drink at more than 1,500 restaurants and bars that 
specialize in everything from traditional apple wine to 
Ethiopian, Persian and Malaysian cuisine. They can 
take in a theater or opera performance, or explore a z00 


or museum. Because 52 percent of the city’s land area 
is covered by green space, employees can go fora run 
or a ride after work on the excellent network of bike 
ind jogging paths. Public transportation is superb, with 
nine subway lines and numerous buses and trolleys. 
Travel beyond the city is casy as well. No car is 
necessary in this public transportation-friendly country 
but Many ehyoy the chance to test their cars on the 
famous Autobahn 


SVSL 


em. Paris, Amsterdam 


IR ; ( 
ind Berlin are all less than four hours away by 


Brussels 


V train, 
The vast majority of State Department employees 


re housed in the 3 


unit Cart Schurz compound, or 


Siedlung. Laid out over several city streets, the Siedlung 


boasts comfortable apartments that were originally built 


it World 
War I] Occupation. Over 50 years, its streets and paths 
have taken on an unmistakably 


for the Allied High Commission during the pos 


\merican character. 








For some, the commun il 
intense. “Although it is great t 
the comforts of home right on the 
is also easy to miss Out On rea 
our German host communit 
Mike Davis. “In fact, one 
my German friends notice 
visit is that it feels like they ar 
COUNTY complete with charco 
normally seen in Europe. 

“People with families are h: 
housing situation,” said Con 
Coordinator Janet Hartnett. 
kids because It gives them ana 
network of friends, and man 
place at our community field house. 
conveniently located near public transporta 
which is easily accessible fo 
go into the city, to t 
theater. Since we | 
crime environment, it 1 

It’s also a great pl ice LO h ve dog 
love their four-legged friends). 
our dogs everywhere a hot welcome them 
without question,” Hartnett said. “Outdoor 
cafes are quick to offer dogs a fresh bowl of wat 
or even treats. Close to the Siedlung are som 
wonderful parks for dog walking. 

Most consulate employees agree that I 
is an excellent place to take on substanti 
interesting and varied work while enjoying a great Capital: Sarin 


quality of life in one of Europe’s most connected 


and energetic cities. Government type: Fe 


Area: 





| 


SRT NTT AT? 


Comparative area: Slight! 
Population: 81.3 millio! 
Language: Germa! 
GDP-per capita: S3° 


Agricultural products: Pot 


yniad twtlo nid 
OQUDag QLUe, PICs 


Export commodities: Mot 


niiter and ¢ 


Import commodities: 
vehicles, chemical 


Currency: Euro (EUR 


Internet country code: ci 


Post of the Month 





Consulate Home-Brews for 
Representational Event 


» Bavarian 
Beer-plomacu 





| 

rians hesitate to ventur 
beer territory, particularly when it comes 1 
American beer. However, this is beginning 


oO 


to change as more \merican brewe Ties arc 


becoming known it 
and home brew 


Bavaria’s breweries and citi 


to experiment with new tastes 
With his passion for hom 


Merideth isin the I gt 


time. He had alread) 


receptions featuring his 
| j | 
he was inspired by the 

recipes tor White House | 


: 1 
www. whitehouse. gov 
ale-chiet-white-house-beer 
consulate-wide even 


The concept Was simple: Consula 


mployees:would worl tt bs 
employees Would work together to brew 


different beers and then host a reception. To 


add to the fun, the apprentice brewers were 


responsible for bringing an appetizer to pai 


with their beer. Employees from all secti 


sect 
responded to the call and spent the n 
Saturdays following the White Hous 
Ale and White House Honey Porte 

to the letter, with one 

the brewers didn’t hay 

produced by the First 

honey from bees residing 

overlooking the Bavarian Hops Museum 


Before the ite House Ale 


finishec 
aging, Consul General Bill Moeller 
consular section co-hosted a Th 
themed happy hour featuring p 

ale. The event coincided with \ 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

the Mission Germany consulat 

and that provided the perfect opportun 
host their counterparts from the Austi 


Bel 


consular sections, 


gian, British, Dutch and 


Although the pumpkin al 


the accompany ing | hanksgivit ¢ 


appetizers got the most attention 
baked turkey sliders with cre 
cranberry sauce qu 
Dutch consul declared 
but the pie is better! 
the mini pumpkin pic 

1 wo of “beer plom 
at the consul general’s reside 
featured the White House Beer tast 


i 
appetizers, carefully chosen to accompan 





experiencing AmMerico 


Program Gives Participants U.S. Insights 


qd unications officer, O of international Vis 


ternational Visitor he Internet and social media have opened up possibilities for new 


yes of promotion. Almost all the CIVs now have a Web presence that 


tI 
ty] 
offers information on getting involved or donating, and they continue 
to join Facebook and Twitter to promote their organizations. For 

instance, the International Visitors Council of Detroit’s Facebook page 
j ] | Cae hI | - | ‘ ' 
shovel out his host's highlights “Fun facts to share with international visitors about Detroit! 

in small town, an and includes posts from IVLP participants staying in the city. 


ny types of sugar? Last vear, the Office of International Visitors, which administers 


ill current or emerging the IVLP, started a Facebook page and Twitter account that connect 


ties throughout the and promote the NCIV network. | veek, the accounts showcas« 
.S. missions in their IVLP participants in a U.S. city. 
neetings a network with The Department has also worked with five-time world figure 


ith memories that ranged from skating champion Michelle Kwan, a senior advisor in the Bureau of 
i minor leas ark, Educational and Cultural Affairs, to produce a video public service 
wnouncement (PSA) called “Expand Your World” (exchanges.stat 
gov/ExpandYourWorld). It emphasizes that getting involved is as easy 
is mec ung someone tor coltee or picking participants up from the 
for meetings 


understand America by 


range 
t Americans 
1 program evaluation forms, they 


liversity in is and culture, and the 


\ foea 
volunteerism. These insights help 


International 
ii for 


Te tse \ | | 
rnational Vis! s 5 pread t word about 


he program to community 





} e | 7 t 1d 
olunteers wi 1 tings and 


cultural ey 


Historically, lied on word 


of mouth and contacts in international 


94 local 
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po nore -emecnc Cte MORO 








: ; : Fee — 
airport, and promotes the CIV websites and local cont 


Clinton president of NCIY, said the PSA and website 


powerful and easily accessible tool to encourage Americans t 


with the world.” She lauded Kwan as “a wonderful role model for how 


t 


individual citizens, no matter their profession n play a significant 
role in building relationships across cultures 1 


Phe CIVs have creatively addressed the Department's 1 project 
| Ol 1 1 
themes. For example, in 2012, the IVLP hosted more projects 
associated Ww ith le sbian gay, DIS¢ xual and transs cl SSUC nh the p ist [CW 


and on women § rhts than in any \ \ 1 response projects 1n 


projects in response 
the IVLP’s best-know 


yational Women of Courage and 1 Trafficking in Persons 


meet with the owner of Pike Place Fish Market before < ding th He . CIVs are becoming more olved in supporting short-te 
U.S.-Africa Business Conterence. youth exchange progra ind organizing foreign student host-family 
In January 2013, the IVLP launched a project focusing on placemer program basec it emic year run by the Office 
infrastructure and transit, show« 1g transit projects in sprawling of Citizen Exchanges 


U.S. suburbs and smaller cities. In February, six IVLP alumni on \lthough IVLP exchanges 


“Gold Stars” tour involving one participant from each w 1 region emembered years afterward. Recenth 


returned to the U.S. cities that made a difference in their lives. Among tnders Fogh Rasmussen recalled his IVLP ¢ 
them was Claudia Toni of Brazil, who has helped more than 15,000 F at the 50th anniversary of the Spring 
disadvantaged children throug] | 


1a relationship formed with the o! iernationa s. Countless journalists have 
Julliard School of Music. 
The Gold Stars invigorate our network,” said ¢ 


deputy director of the Office of International Visitors 


results and international Impact oO veir hard work 
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POSTCARDS FROM THE EDGE 
od LU: ‘ } ahi 
Each year, nearly 100 diplomatic couriers spend thousands of hours escorting millions of 

Couriers Recall jeaediete pak sagees 


| itic pouches by air, sea and 
Gunber AMVRNbUNES = Fijo: sens sich anche Olpripica end sonsato 


he Ol mMptc ind tons of cor struction materials destined fOr 


land. Couriers also escort materi 

equipment headed to security operations at 
secure spac 

' ies and consulates 

ugh the Diplomatic Courier Service, part of the Bureau of Diplomatic Securit 


has four regional di 


sures Directorate visions and six hubs on six continents, and 

1 \ , | 

Sts Cally, few outside ti e know wha 1 COUTICr s life 1S 
( iar 

three couriers offer recollections of career highlights. 


i F) 


The State Department's famous 


most traveled” diplomatic 


gton, D.C. 
saac D. Pacheco 


like. In the first part 


al 





CROSSING CHINA BY TRAIN 


By Angela Halonen-Webb, Beijing, China 


Today, John Gennari and | wrapped up onc 
movements in U.S. diplomatic courier history t 
Hong Kong, at the bustling Hung Hom Train Station. 


" bo ] 
watched the diplomatic pou 


embassy vehicle onto baggas 


small caravan of tangerine-colored 


traffic and into the terminal's main hal 


matt 
ceiling and walls of glass, Hung Hom looks 


terminal, SO We COUFICTS felt ht at home. 


I led the pouch bearing | 
watched the remaining pouches on the plattorm 
Way through the crowde ] 
of ants hefting bulky loads. 

It looked like chaos, but John an ure t this 
Our eves were glued to our classified cargo at all s, endles 
counting and recounting the pouches. Surprisingly, we did no 
draw i lot of attcntion,; t he regulars at Hung Hom our pou 
runs are routine. Since the large \N rican Embassy in 
Beijing opened in 2008, diploma ouriers have escorted lars 
quantities of pouches by rail from Hong Kong every two we 
his run, though, was one of the gest: its more than 900 
kilograms ot pouches approac hed the Chinese government's | 
of 1,000 kilos per mission. 

Sometimes, I get on tl 
passenger seat must be bought 
with so many pouches to control, we booked t 
| wedged half of our pouches onto three of 
tiny cabin and kept the last 
his cabin next door. 

Just the previous day, | had accompanied these 
Hong Kong viaa flight from the ional Diplom 
Courier Hub in Seoul, South Korea: my base. Luckil 
I'd been able to lock them in the vault 
Consulate General in Hong Kor 
well rested. John also had rested after flying 
the Bangkok Regional Diplomatic Courier Dis 

Phat rest proved valuable: With the other train 
passengers chattering away, smoking a d 
of tobacco products and cooking punge 
spent the next 30 hours without sleep 

When we arrived in Beijing, U.S. Embassy porters 
and their escort met us with ca help unload 
material. Finally, with pouches i | 
through Immigration and Customs to 
an embassy truck waited in t 

Che next day, we did the whole trip i 
safeguarding classified diplomatic material leaving 
Embassy Beijing for W ashington, D.( 


of the world, 


Above: Diplomatic Courier John “Geno” 
Gennari shares his tiny cabin with 
dozens of diplomatic pouches on the 


train from Hong Kong to Beijing. Photo al 
by the author; Left: The train passes | 


through many small towns on its 3 


hour journey. Photo by John Gennari é 
ut ~~ 





Right: A U.S. Air Force C-1 


ON SUPPORT 
FLIGHTS 
WITH THE 
AIR FORCE 


RY 
BY J 








Right: Showing their credentials to 

observe the Senegal election are, from 

left, Diplomatic Courier Catherine Skillman, 
Dakar Regional Courier Office Expediter 
!bou Ndiaye and Diplomatic Courier Cynthia 
Slater. Photo by Jerry Alvarez; Below: 
Senegalese children display discarded 
ballots. Photo by Catherine Skillman 


OBSERVING A 
SENEGALESE 
ELECTION 


By Catherine Skillman, Dakar, Senegal 


My notes from the security briefing for official observers of his intention to seek a cc 
2012 presidential elections in Senegal: first round of elections in February 


1. Pack for extra days in case you can’t return home; the final rwo-man runoff between President Wade and opposition 


. Bring a flashlight and enor food and water for the day; an candidate Macky Sall in March. My observat team covered 20 


) 
3. Have the RSO on speed dial and mak« sure phones at polling places in Lregion ibout two hours Wi rom the ¢ ital city 
BlackBerrys are charged to send regular reports. Yakar. We'd been told to observe but not interfere, and to report 
Vhese emergency measures migl e unusu il for most Foreign < intimidation or fraud but not get invo Cad. Ambassador | CWIS 
Service personnel, but they a nvt 1 I Pp Waulor I « as é VIS 1: Abo, 
diplomatic courier mission om 1. to 6 p.n 
| work in the Dakar Regional Diplomatic Courier Hub, onc he countt t il communities, includins 
smallest branches in the courier service. As a member of the larget lady asked my Senega colleague Boubacat 
embassy community, | stepped forward when the embassy needed whe ev W giving people money 
volunteers to observe a landmark \frican « ke ction. | thor § 
requires stamina, resourcefulness and patience—custom 
diplomatic courier. 
Large demonstrations and some violence had plagued Senegal 
since 87-year-old incumbent President Abdoulaye Wade announced 
ction results 
poured in from listeners. ( 
d from polling places all over 
in on statistician 
tabulated the result 
\A\ uched ws votes were 
bare bo cS ClasSTOOMS V 
. Crowds leaned in 
to eavesdrop an 
their cell phones to that o 
battery powered lantern Sl 
to each bureau de vote. The count 


was certified by citizens and officials, 


: E 
who bound the tallies with string 


1 wax seal before posung t 
s outside the de 


Wade conceded 


OT 


hours later, an promptu 


filled the str 





Office of the Month 


Overseas Ally 


Directorate Helps Americans 
on Foreign Shores 


} 


shamed 


ith their 
ind 
for guid 


Lunique 


1 Alerts, ¢ 


ict Sheets and mes 





The Office of Children’s Issues (CI) focuses 
on intercountry adoption and international 
parental child abduction. Established in 
1994, Cl has found that, as families become 
more international, these issues have 
greater importance and sens 
understand the trauma tha 
parents experience on di ¢ § 
has been abducted by the other parent 
help parents identify their options for seeki 


return of or access to their chil 


In 2012 ved reports of 1,144 





children abducted from the United State 
as well as 473 cl ren abductec 


United States from overs 


governments on how they 

abduction cases resulted in the return of 
more than 500 children to their habitua 
residence in the United States and more than 
150 abducted children to habitual residences 
In foreign countries, 

Officers in Cl’s Adoptions Division 
watch for signs that a foreign country 
adoption system tiling to protect 
children, birth parents and adoptiv« 
parents from corruption ¢ | 
CI collaborates with U.S. 

Immigration Services and ¢ 
of Visa Services. 

Cl also accredits and oversees | 
a loption services that work in natic 
to the Hague \doption Conventi 
novel U.S. government fur 
in 2014, all U.S. adoption serv 
working in 
accredited. 

U.S. citizens: 
about 95 cases per year of U.S. citizen 
children being adopted by 

\s its work is based in | 
international law, OCS relies heavily on its 
Office of Legal Affairs (L), working in close 
coordination with the Office of the Assistant 
Legal Adviser onsular Affa 
Ferber, L’s supervisory attorney 
joined the Department in 
work on international family law issues n col ratio ith ACS and the 


‘ ; ' f a f lange 
I like the wide range of isst ) { ation 1c I Managem j oni lec 


opportunity to do analytical thinking po 


ay. Bottom: Acting Specic 
- A re eilly Wi f ros 

brainstorming on complicat ses, § ‘ | \ © posts tt isis and id Reilly W 

| 

| 


1c 1] | , Pope : 4 1 : ( phone call with 
said. She termed her colicagues a dynami ‘ ul St rt t 1Sk ( 
action- and results-oriented group. 
| 
The office also 


especially related to the d 


benefits to recipients, and promulgates forms Te 
and official guidance—challenging and u rains Isular employ 
time-consuming but essential task 

| a) \ ; : 
of the things we deal with involve the 
important stages in people’s _ and international 
Intern Daniel Klimow. mpanies 


OCS’s Consular Crisis Management ind cooper: 1 during a transporta 
(CCM) unit has four employees who accident or to identify the availabilit 


coordinate the consular aspects ot commer 


the Department's responses to crises other cris inally, CC 





Office of the Month 


Clockwise from right: Takin 
break from tl m 





Ss ollicers to 
mon sens 
major role in the development 
stem for di ninating 
information to large numbers of U.S. 
ind said posts have 
t feedback on it thus 


j F 
made a difference 
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Medical 


M1) OOO ne 


Moderate risk factors: 


e Pregnal 


| hormone replacement therapy, 


as heart failure) 
systemic lupus erythematosis) 


cm/65 inches) or very tall (>185 cm/ 73 


e Family history ofc slotting disorder 


doctor 
thinner sh 
pled prior t 
climes 
crs, but not 


1 prior alicre 


veloping a blood « 
ed for inherited clot 


. Women 


ised to discont e estrogen 


disorders and other cond 


arma H 
larmaceu 


recommendec 
for two or more \ 
are no CONTAIN aGICations 

< lactors or previous blood 
uld not s employees from flying 
distances to overseas assignments, but 
should conta ir personal physicia 

1 Department 


F stationed overseas 


al officer to cuss What precauuions 


Major risk factors which warrant discussion with personal health care provider: 

e Aclotin the large veins of the leg or lung which occurred without known cause 

e Ablood clot of known cause, with the cause now eliminated, within the 
prev wo years 

¢ Hematologic disorders that increase intravenous c 
Leiden abnormality 

e Antiphospholipid syndrome 

¢ Leg immobility (paralys 
during the flight and also a history of > 
confinement in the prior four weeks 

e Major surgery, especially total hip and knee replacements 

¢ Malignancy or active chemotherapy 

¢ Other “hypercoaguable states” (medical conditions known to increase the risk 
of spontaneous blood clotting) 


ing risk, such as Factor V 


st or brace immobilization, inability to ambulate) 
3 days of leg immobilization or bed 





Obituaries 





information man 


in Johannesburg, Soutl 


2001 followin; 

submarine. 

Nairobi 

the 2003 


tor Out 


Scottish kilt 


ensel 


sa consular office 


vho completed three 
} 


nicago 


1 { 1 
ind funny person th a contagious gige ic 


} | | 
Husband to 


ind the West Indies 


they settled in Santa 


Service officer, died 
Richmond, Va. A veteran of World Wat 
joined the Department in 1954. His px 
included South Africa, Chile, Thail 
Geneva. He also had shorter assig 
Lanka, t 

ind Colombia. After 1 


he Philippines, Keny: 


an oral historian, confer 
\merican Foreign Service Associ 


declassifier for USAID. 


, participating i 
invasion He joined the 
was posted to Le Hay 

in Dublin, Ha 
Montréal and 


\msterda 
he enjoyed traveling 


his condominium board. 
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POSTMASTER: 





sein Your Invite 


RSVP cards are out for 

Fore He “Affairs Day, the 

May 3 homecoming fo! 
Department retirees. Return 
your card immediately 
(with ae 1yment) if you plan 
to attend the luncheon. 
YOU ne also e-mail 
foreignaffairsday@state.gov 
with your setae name, date 

of birth, retirement date, 
whether civil Service or 
Foreign Service, ae 
address, e-mail address 
and phone number 





